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CHINESE CRUELTIES.

The Courts, Prisons and DPunish-
ments of the Celestial Land.

EVEN WITNESSES ARE TORTURED.

“@raphic Descriplion of the Uorrible Blicing
Proocess,

EOW CHINESE JUDGES MAKE FORTUNES

[CORRESFONDENCE OF THE DISPATCR.]
Caxyox, CHINA, Febrosry 2 —Hor-
rible! horrible!! borrible!!! are the cruelties
of Chinese
justicel I
grew  sick
while watch-
ing the tor-
ture of'a wit-
ness at the
couris  here
in Canton to-
day, and I
had to leave
the place for
fear I should
faint away,
The man was
brought into
the court in
& basket. His
arms  were
chained be-
hind  him.
His feet were
mansacled so
that the
the skin,

.

In the Stocls,
bheavy iron had eut
aod there was a chain also mbout his

through

neck. He had refused to testity, and had
been tortured before until he was now pale
and sick. He was thrown from the basket
on %o the fioor infront of & tall Mandarin
judge, dressed in a long silk gown and wear-
ing & round black cap with a button on the
crown.

The irons were taken off and the man was
forced into & kneeling posture on the stone
fisar. He plead that he was sick, that he
knew nmothing, and he begged they would
not pusish bim farther. The judge saida
word and three burly Chinamen grasped
him. They earried him tg the side of the
court, whire a bendh about four feet long
and a foot wide was lying. They put this
bench on end against a pillar, aod, then

Eunmu for the minutest crimes are regu-
ted. It is fuller of more horrible sen-
tences than the Newgate ealendar, and the
judges of Chins have more power in the
examining of witnesses than the most brutal
af tyrants. There is no jury sod the court
roomm is a8 bare as a g-.ru Just behind
where I stood were & number of the imple-
ments of torturs ready for use and
showing the marks of wear and tear.

One, which my guide said was very bad,
was made of a bar of wood six feet long sup-
ported by two upright wooden pillars. The
prisoner was made to kneel under this with
the back of his neck touching the bar and
his arms stretehed out along it. Thess are
tied by cords to the bar and as be kueels
with his pare knees upon the chuin such ns
1 saw a few moments later, for the obdurate
witness s third bar is placed scross the legs
back of the koees and two men stand upon
it, thus forcing the flesh into the chains.
The ankles are eometimes crushed by a
similar bar placed across them.

Cruel Tnvention.

T believe that the Chinese lreart is natur-
ally ernel, and in looking over the Peking
Gazette I'vee that the tortures of the middie
ages are common here, and thst now and
then s judge astonishes even the Chinamen
themselves by the refinement of his punish-
ments. Instances sre given where the
fingers are wrapped in oiled rags and burnt,
and one macistrate, some time ago, ed
two criminnls to boards by mails driven
throngh their palms,

(:umt-cl;li:g men to kneel on pounded
glass is noted, and this kneeling on ehains
; with links as sharp ss kunives is common.
' Williams tells of a magistrate whe put a

man into a coffin and kept him there until
he was saffocsted, and he gives the instance
of a Judge who used beds of iron, boiling
water and redhot spikes in his eruelties, A
Shanghai I was shown a wooden eage be-
tween five and six feet hich, just high
enough to inclose the body of a man. It was
made of four posts with s thick board set
into the top,

This board was made of two pieces 5o ar-
ranged that it conld be taken out and a
man’s neck be inclosed in the hole in its

center. At the bottom it bad cross bars
several inches sbove the und and the
top was so graduated that the man inchosed
within it must stand upon his tces His
hands were tied, and this to-tuie is terrible,
In some instances men are left w starve to
death in such cages, and this eage had con-
tained a-prisoner only a few days before, It
had a pieee of straw matting stretched over
the top ol it, which the wife of the last crim-
inal had put there to protect his bare head
from the raysol the sun,

Infernal Cages.
! At the Shanghai prison I saw cages which
! looked as though they might have been pens
| for the carrying of hogs to a county fair.
 These were so low that &8 man could not sit
up in them, and it is in these that criminals

l throngh my interpreter, that they were often

thrown into jars of quicklime, and that he
wonld one out and show me for the sum
of 10 cents, In'the interest of your paper I
subseribed this amount, and he pulled outs
half-eaten skull by the pigtail, and showed
its zbuﬂ; ugliness to me. There were abont
a dozen of these jars at the back of
this execution ground. were of the
size of 8 ﬁ-{il:a ‘keg, and were covered
with paper. The: were full of hesds, and
probably represented a vear’'s executions.
ried ‘ap o the odgiorete o alioe 1y chiorre

up ] te or in charge
and shown, and it is often exposed inla cage
or on & pole as a warning to others. ©
cages in which the heads are put are of the
size of lirthe bird cages; and when the heads
:hre‘t_.ud to trees or poles they hang down by

e cue,

Blicing ro Death.

At the bmck of this sxecution ground
stood half'a dozen wooden eroises. If you
will take n piece of telegraph pole eight feet
long and set a similar pole five fest long
into it at right angles two feet from the top
you will have the Chinese cross. It isupon
these grosses that the criminals are bound
when they are to undergzo the ishment
of Ling Chior slicing to which is
the sentence for all who murder a brother, a
El:-lﬂ. s teacher, a husband or an uncle.

criminal is stripped and his feet are
raised upon & brick or a stone. His cue is
tied up to the cross and his arms are
streiched ont npon itsarms. A British
nuval officer, whom I met at Hong Kong,
described an execution of this kind whic!
he witnessed a few weeks ago.

“It made mo feel very green at firsi,"
said he, “but after it was begun I could not

keer my eyes off it. I have had the ex-
perience over again three times in my
d and I would not want to see it
again, I had the best guide in Canton, and

we saw the execution the roof of one
of the buildings beside the execution
ground., There were two criminals, and it

Chinese Torlure.

took wbout 30 winutes to eut each of them
to pieces. The first cuts sliced of the
| eheeks and the second the evebrows, After

taking the prisoner, forced him down upon | are often carried to execution. These had | these a man held a fan before the faces of

bis kuees before it 5o that the board of the
beuch rested against his back and between

been used the dav helore for the caging of
criminals, and I took s look at the prisoners

A CHINESE CGURT.

his shoulders. He was barefooted. They
pulied his wide pantaloonsup 1o his thighs,
and, bending up his iegs, tied his big toes to
the top legs of the beneh so that the bare
skin of his knces rested on the stones

The bench extended some distanece sbove
the back of his head and near the end a hole
had been bored sbout an ineh io dinmeter.
Through thishis cae was pulled, foreing his
head tight sgainst the board and stretehing
his mneck so that the cords stood out like
whips. His arms were twisted behind the
bench, streteched backward and upward and
beld there by strings ti | to the thumbs. A
heavy, sharp chuin with iron links about
two inches wide wis then brought and put

Hringing in the Prisoner.

under his bare knees. He was to be kept
with his whaole weight resting on this chain
and beld up by hi= thnmbs, his big toes and
his ene until he confessed, The toriure was
terrible.  His eyes almost started from their
sackets, his face twitched and his moaning
made me sick.

More Horrom.

Among the other tortures | witnessed was
the pounding & man's cheek with & leather
elapper untjl the blond oozed from his
mouth, This elapper was made of two
pieces of leather of the thickness and twice
the width of & harness tug, fastened to a
third piece of leather as a handle. The
whole affuir was not more than & foot long,
tut it is more brutal than thouzh it was
made of iron, It is used largely in the pun-
ishment of women and it not infrequently
broaks the jaws nnd knocks out the teeth.

This prisoner was suspectad of being en-

in smugrling opium and be denied
ng guilty. He was whipped thuson the
jows and then bambooed. This bamboo
was gplit down the middle like a toning
fork. - It whistled as it flew through the air
and it elapped the skin with the noise of a
nistol shot. The bare-armed jailer counted
each blow, The long-cued, silk-gzowned,
sore-eyed jodge looked complacently on,
and 1'saw no signs of pity in thestolid fuces
of the erowd. -

A Chinese Conrt Room.”

Let me give you a picture of this Chinesy
court room, It ix one of mmny in Canton
and the lurgest. We passed through room
atter room and sisle after aisle of low, nar-
row buildiugs to get to it. There was a
eourt in front of it and around this in nar-
row cells sat the elerks and employes of the
judge. The room was open ut the front,
paved with stone, aod it had oniy a table
aad & ohair or two. There sre no lawyers
in Chiva and the judge has unlimited
m- provided he does not transgress the

-~ Lhins bas & code of lawe hundreds of
mold,of which a now edition is pub-
every five yeurs, snd in which the

who had been taken from them to the jail.
| I wanted to g0 through this prison but T'was

told that if Tdid I would probably have my
clothes torn from me by the prisoners, as
they were a bad Jot and had kilied their
jailer a few days before. I looked through
n hole in the t!?arand eaw the most brutal
fuces I huve as yet seen in China. The men
were chained to the wall like wild beasts
and some of them had chains about their
| mecks as well as their feet.

Ench prison has its dead house eannected
with it, snd deaths from semi.starvation and
torture are not uncommon. The jailers
make a large part of their salary by squees-
ing, and money will doas much and more
for the eriminal in Chion than it will in
Ameriea. Judges sometimes pay 30,000
and §40,000 for their appointments, and he
is & poor money maker who does not get
rich during his term. The Tautoi of Shang-
bai gets & salary of about $1,000 and his
office is estimated to be worth more than
$100,000 5 year.

The Commissioner of the Customs at
Tiestsin nominally receives a salary of about
the same size, but I am told that “bic makes
about $200,000 a year, and his profits all
come from bribes or squeezes. This system
of squeezing goes through the whole courss
of Chinese ofiicinldom and the jailers sxact
movney from the relatives of the criminals.
They have the night to sell the food to the
criminals and they make them pay high
prices. I they cannnot y they maust in
many cases go without. 'Fl:e eriminals cook
for themselves in the jail and they are al.
lowed about 2 eents & day for fuel. They
huve an allowance by the law of rice, but

A Chinese Thigf,

the jailor gives them this or not as he
1 - .

The Execution Ground.

Three coolies carried me in & chair from
the court in Canton to the execution ground
and I had s chat with the execntioner. He
was & masty, dirly, blood-thirsty looking
fellow, with hair an inch long standing out
like bristles over the front of his and
about his cue. He had not been busy for
several days, and be took delight in ex-
pluining to me the uses of the heavy sword
and the soientific cuts which he made with
it. This sword was about four feet long. It
has n blade as sharp ss s ragor it is
about o guarter of an inch thick at the back
and more than two inches wide. He used
both hands in swinging it about, and Le
told me that my neck would be an easy one
to slice off, butthat he wounld net I{ke to
have to cut up wy thin frame by the slicing

This execution nd of Canton is used
3 ry, and the making of
pots goss on when execations are not in
: It is a narrow court between two

walls, on the banks of the Canton
river, and the heads are cut off in the open
air. Upon my asking what was with
the hgads of the eriminals, he told me,

.
el

| the prisoners, and all we could see of them

was the blood ruoning down upon their
bodies. The next eut was of the flesh be-
tween the hand and the elbow, and the
grteries were fitst bound above the places
eut so that the man would not bleed to
death before the ceremony wus completed.
Then the shoulders were cut off. Then the

took the head from the bady.

“In both cases the men did not faint away.
The pain was too terrible. They conld not
ery out, as they were gaeged, and their
n;-it.hinp were horrible. The last cut killed
them,"

Other Mild Methods,

I might fill another column with the sto-
iz Llbaxe heard of Chis i

and crime. The bamboo, which grows to.
the height of 50 feet and upward, gets its
entire growth in & few weel®. I have heard
of prisoners being tied over plants and of
these growing through them. For eertain
offenses prisoners are buried vp to their
necks, and those who go by them are ex-
pected to add a clod to the pile. They do
not, 1 am told, hesitate to do this, and this
Chinese civilization, founnded upon Buddb-

| ism, Confucianism and so-called literary

| culture, is productive of such men and such
scenes. Do you wonder that there is room
for missionaries?
I don't FrAXEK G. CARPEXTER.

THE ART OF MEMORTY.

Abllity to Recall Facts Not a Gaungeof a
Mian's Mental Capncity,

Certain guestions of public intersst ex-
hibit a tendency to establish s regular peri-
odic orbit in the process of their discussion,
Among these is the problem of memory, and
the methods of its cultivation. The savage
or semi-civilized man has not very great tax
upon memory. MHis arts are simple, and
the store of facts which he has to dispose of
come well within the limits of his intel-
lectual powers. DBut as soon as schools are
organized, then a novel and unsccustomed
task is put upon men. They are ocalled
upon to remember not only the fucts with
which they bave been made familiar by
practieal experience in an experimental
way, but also to retain a host of mere state-
ments concerning which they have no prac-

this new form of memory, we go apart from
the patural method of acquiring informa-
tion, and itis no reason for surprise that we
find information nequired in this unnatursl
way fo be of & very flesting character.
One of the difficulties in our sehool
stem arises from the existing diversity in
method and capacity for remembering
which are found in different minds. There
is a disposition on the part of schoolmasters
to assume that the mensure of memory is a
fit gomge as lo the intellectual powers of the
stadent, A boyor girl who ean uire
lessons and repeat their statements in a
| elear manner is commonly assumed to be
| sbler than another who fails in this power,
The studies of Mr. Francis Galton on visual-
l ized memory, as well as numerous inquiries
into the mensure in which distinguished
men have the power of romembering a great
store of facts, clearly indicate that simple
memory isthe most impericot gauge as to
the mental capacity of people. Some per-
sons, even those of but modorate intellestual
wers, have a eapacity for visualizing mat-
Eu retnined in the memory in such o way
that they ean readily be ealled to mind in a
clear fashion. Other persons, including
many who are of grest natural wer, are
entirely destitute of this secomplishment,

THE SHAD IN SEASON,

Poetical Version of the Making of That De-
licions Fish.
New York Herald.

The fish was delicious, and the two epic-
ures relished it to the fullest extent, but he
of the pessimistic turn remarked:

“SBhad nlways suggests to me the idea that
nature was in & hurry when she got 2o that
part of her work, took = lotof‘uullunt._
R

“Ah! sa * n't have
version of they:mtar."'fhen

For ha'd all bis bones on the shad.”

mnted.

flesh of the thighs and after thisthe calves |
of the lezs. The seventeenth and eighteenth |
cuts removed the hands, and the lust cut )

tical experience whatsoever. In demanding | v

.Ix muscular and nervous dis | b
meumhﬁwﬂ 1

NYE T0 WANANAKER.

He Orders a New Snit and Accident-
ally Refers to a Postoffice.

HIS KIND REGARDS T0 HARRISON.

One Belf-Made American Writes Fully and
Frankly to Another.

GROVER CLEVELAND AS A HUMORIST

FWRITTEN FOR TIR DISFATOR. Y
B1. PATRICK'S DAY, IN THE !
GraY OF EARLY MORNING,
General Johin Wansmaker, Washington, D, C.:

. DEAR S1R—I ealled at your general store
in Philadelphis while in your city, in order
to speak to you
as between man
snd man with
regard ton new
suit of ready-
made clothing
which I eon-
templated
going into this
spring at an
early date. I
wns shocked

and chagrined
to learn that you were not at home, but in
Washington, D. C. Hence I write fo yon
in regard to the matter, instesd of dealing
with one of your clerks down at the store.

1 ordered a suit, if vou will remember,
some yeais ago, when I was postmaster at
Laramie City, Wyo. 1 was in the depsrt-
ment there for some time and gave good sai-
isfaction, People write me that they hava
never experienced such an era of prosperity
since the town was Iaid out asthey did when
1 was at the helm of the postoffice there.

QUITE A STIT.

The suit wasga plain business suit, dow-
ered with 8 wild and wealthy prolusion of
pockets, many of which I did not at that
time really need. It was a cntawny coat
with horn buttops and long princess trous-
ers of the same, held in place by means of
elustic .suspenders in pigeon-breast sha
with heliotrope buttons on them.

I wore this suit throngh my entire adminis-
tration, also through the places where it
came most in contact with foreign sub-
stances. 1 nmow apply to you once more for
a snit that shall be durable and plain, and
vet fix the eye of a stranger at once and
compel him to say, “There is a thorough

gentleman. There is a man worthy of any
office within the gift of the Fed Govern-
ment,"”

8o if you will be kind enough to send me
some sampies of your goods, with rules for
self measurement, alsn stating at the same
time what, if anything, has been done about
the postoffice at New York, voun will do me
a favorand at the same time you will not
do yonrself any harm. That 15 one thing "
that I like sbout me. Nobody ever did me-

W K Wi
Rill Nye, Postmasier.

a favor that he didn't do well out of it be-
fore he got through. Have you had any
talk vet with the President about the N, ¥,
P02

My home now is not far from the post-
office in New York and I pay taxes there,
Writing these picces does not take all my
time and s0 I had thought that we might
help each other perhaps, ii yon fesl that
way about it. I eould help you to intro-
duce your smong our best people in
New York, with whom I am very &Ix]uﬂ

TAFFY PROMISED,

I could also say pleasant things about yeu
in the and while I would hate to have
vou think that T would prostitute 1ay won-
derful talents by swapping kind words for o
stoffice, it would surely do you no harm
to add my large influence among the more
refined people of New York, to your own
wide acquaintance, and I am sure that I
can help you to build up a nice tradewith
our best people in New York m“f of
whom are slready dissatisfied with prices
here.

I would wanta lrll.il‘l business suit that
would also look well for Sundays, I gener-
ally fix up for Sundays, and spend the day
in sell~communion and silent sdmiration of
my life, I wana poor boy, Mr. Wana-
maker, with large olive n Ireckles on
the back of my neck. Thave fouzht my
way up through a wilderness of stumbling
blocks, setbacks and drawbacks, Mr. Wana-
maker, until to-day vou see me beloved and
admired by one and all, vet modest and un-
assuming as & little dewdrop on the petal of
& pumpkin blossom. '

th of us know what it is, General, to
mmm‘ through an adverse and sin-
eu world. Iadmit that I have made
mistakes, but not as & postmaster. I have
m|l:ped aside several times from what is
called the correct thing in Philadelphi
and may bly do 50 again, but not of-
ficially. I have done things that I am so
for, but my whole nature seerns to deman
exeitement, and I would l'mqnentlr
sit up, tll nesrly 11 o'clock, froi-
icking - and having fun with people
who enjoyed having fun, and who reveled in
my mnaiy smile. But that was after offiee
hours, Mr. Wanamaker, After I hiud hun
the vanceling stamp on & nail, after I ha
ohecked up the M. O. B., and put mucilage
on the nd-hand stamps, 1 would issne:
forth and give the evenluig up to the keenest
enjoymient, sometimes at the beanbag tour-
m;nt, I“ “l? at e:;m free reading room,
where I would sometimes meet other
But all that is passed now, people.

A GOOD MEMORY,

A dark sbade of goods with an invisible
eheck in the pocket of the vest, would suit
me very well. 1 wear a tail cont anda very
long lithe pant. In flice work I dress
plainly but nestly. mber me to the

ration, and say that whils unusual-

L ‘wil you
keep this "Jetter out of

bour than snybody: you ever saw.

I wonld also ,':unt two pairs of seal
brown sooks with eight day clocks of some
contrasting ealor. ‘the President
may have some orle in his mind lor the New

ork postoffice, some one who will shine
more in society, per ‘some one who will
please the eys more for the moment; but
what we want for that position 1s = pure,
good man, who loves the old and who
“:ﬂhhmapod dul.n ew York,
Wwhere a man can Ao ot o money
order without Mz:g indietodw by s grand
Jjury before he can get away.

« ONE BAD MISTAKE,

I helienhﬂ-enenl..llnl aman who leads
a good Christian life ought not to be jumped

on and hooted and trod into the earth just | 'y

because he has presented a money order at
the New. York offiee for payment. We nre
all liable to make mistakes. I presented n
money order once at the New York office,
thinking the office would be as eager to pay
an order as it was to sell me one, but I was
young then and had seen very little of the
world. Anybody could fool me with a kind
word then.  Now I have remittances sent to
me by freight inside & joint of gas pipe and
Idon’t have to wait so long.

My hired man, who mows the lawn and
salts the hens at my chalet-by-the-ses, will
ulso want a suit of clothes as the weather
gets warmer. I wish you would firure ona
suit for him—a suit that will look better
than il really is, and eost very little, will
do. The cost may be s mere bagatelle,
Could you arrange it so that the cost would
be 4 mere bagﬂeﬁ:'.’ ‘v

I have been elected also to an office, at
one time, by the people themselves, I say
this to show you that T am well thought of
by my neighbors. My élection was rather
a surprise to some. It showed that even
then, young and poor as I was, I was a
shrewd politician and well ealenlated to
succeed.  We combined three elemeants in
such a way as to bring out not only the full
strength of the party, but also to draw some
from the other party. These three elements
consisted of: :

First—Enemies of the other man.

Second—Rivals who wented to see him
put ander the sod.

Third—Creditors who saw no way of get-
ting their pny unless I was elected.

With these elements we succeeded with-
out the ald of money in purifying the bal-
lot und electing a goad man.

A PERTINENT QUERY.

Do you publish a catal and price list
of your general store in Philadelphia? We
trade now with New York houses almost ex-
clusively, but I am told that your pricesare
reasonsble and your goods all right, also
that we can get anything in your place from
atooth brush to a straw ride, "Mr, Mac-
Veagh told me that you wers a general
denler in glass, I;lmr?' lingerie, road
scrapers, perfumery, hard and soft coal, cut
flowers, live stoek, neckwear, real estate
gum drops, guano, teething rings, hides an
pelts, moxie, seamless burial en mursh-
mallows, curled hair mattresses, health
féod, fence nails, golden syrup, saddles,

sods water and tar mofing.  Also that, at |

your mammoth store, undertaking, embalm-
ing and icejoream inall their brancheseould
be participated in.

deep
1 wish you could send me a catalogne and | pression on me, as throwing a broad
it as quiet as possi- |

price list and nlso kee
ble, for I would not wrlh to

baying my groveries in Philadelphia. More | prevent other people from realizing iteither,
espeeially would this be the case should I | Is it, then, so much better to be 15 than 50,
accept' the portiolio of the New York post- | and why? :

office, & position to which I have given no

perhags Jess worthy, man.
dn ms

. |

press, for should it ints the' publie
ints T would nﬂ'ersehtur'tha Inntpol' it.

ment, but I fear he is chaffing me. What
do you think 7

ALL WELL AT HOME,

We are all quite well at home, barring
slight restlessness among our hens at mght,
caused by the presence of an unknown per-
mubiu the alhr?l.‘whu is liable some day iw
go home w s pancreas wrap up in
an old-isghioned magazine, s«ﬁi has al-
ready begun here, and farmers are feeling
jubilant.” The streams are released from
ther icy fetters nnd go laughing and frol-
licking adown the meads, Spring
lambs are beginniog to do the hillsides, and
horseradish made from Bwedish turnips and
eapsicum tine, is to be had,

La Fayelle Musser in Hizs Special Train,

La Fayette Musser was on our streels
Fridug, looking hearty. Lafe rode down
from Forty-second street to City Hallon the
Elevated train, accompanied by a new hive
of bees, which he desired to turn in on sub-
seription at Newspaper Row, He had a
;f:reial car all the way down. Call again,

e,

STEREOT'TICON ADVERTISING,

Howeyer, General, T have allowed myself
to wander a little. Exense this long letter
and exause my delay in writing, too, for I
just conld not do it before and do itas I
wanted to. Can I do anything for yon in
an advertising way? I travel a great deal
and meet the best people everywhere., Next
{ur I shall use a stercopticon on the stage,

think, snd could work in s little friendly
notice on one of thess slides—if you thought
best. Could also speak of my clothes in
public and say I got them at your plaee. So

x BinLL NYE
Dictated letter.]

. 8, —Wonld Jay Gould be Mc:lphd by
the Government as one of my bondsmen in
case I should take the N. Y. P. O, Port-
folio? He isa great friend snd constaot
reader of mine. B. N.

'Nother P. 8,—In speaking w General
Harrison about this matter you might say
that I was the first man to suggest his name
for the Presidency. This is not so, but any-
thing I enn do for you in a similar way I
will cheerlully do. B. N.

Like the Siars.
Minneapolls Tribune,
*“Miss Clara,” he murmured fondly, “‘ean
you tell me why your eves are like the
stars?”’

“No. Why are they?"

““Because shine sp brightly.”

"Ahlmnkm:’ But y;% a:ﬂlt:m stars,
too, Mr. Dally.”

“Why, may I ask?"

X se you stay until daybreak.” And

| shortly afterward ‘h could have
been heard as they pattered the board-
walk.
i ’ Spites

New York Snn. 1

| s v e o
- | have sung to

”d.
. o

' and went away, and I mildly inguired of

|

" discovered | T
by heavy New York dealers in the act of | that she is no longer 15, and struggles to

lhouﬁht whatever, hoping the President | bebee honnets instead of nssuming the rich
| wonld séttle on some more available, but | and digni

the hands of the | women, otherwise sensible, can

|

r. Olevelaud has kindly offered to give me | me to see
anything within the gift of the Govern- | by the clder ladies of my acquaintance, I

THE AGE OF WOMEN.
Mrs, Prank Teslie Discusses When a
Lady Ceases to be Young.

AS YOUTH CANKOT BE RETAINED,

Their True Endeavors Shounld be to Grow
Mature Gracefully.

CHARMS OF YOUNG AND OLD COMPARED |

[WRITTEN FOR TILE DISFATCIL]

e AYS the proverb: “A
woman is aa’old as she
looksand @ man isas
young as he feels,”
but like many other
widely scespted “glit-
‘tering generalities,” it

fours. For éven a girl
of 156 may have an old
Jook and a woman of
50 may have s young
look, and a super
sengitive person, especially if she livesin
the rush and whirl of a city lile, will look
years younger or older in a few hours, ac-
cording to her environment. It is oneof
the oddest things in this gqueer world, this
importance attached to the guestion of age.
The first thing we ask about a proposed ae-
quaintance is: What age is he or she?
The commonest form of social gossip is the
telling in confidence of the age of some lady
who is older than she appears. Theone
item mentioned in & burial notice is the age
of the decensed, and a very frequent remark
when a death is snnounced is, I wonder if
they will print'her age!

Anpother curious point is that dislike or
malice always exaggerates the age of its ob-
jeet, and kindly or charitable feeling al-
ways minimizes it. It is evident, then, that
we all desire for onrselves and our friefids
the reputation of youth, and that there is
something disparaging and unattractive in
speaking of & person as old or even middle
aged. Arising from this instinet, no doabt,
we have the struggle to appear young so
noticenble and so piteous not only in w
we eall society, but in all classes of the com-
munity.

¥0 LONGER FIFTEEN.

I st mournfully bi one ihly at a mil-
liner's while ahe tried a blue satin and vel-
vet sutlor hat with long streamers on a lady
of about 50 years old, whose IciEhl must
certainly have reached 200, and w t
red face suggested unlimited roast
and port wine. The lady bonght the hat

the-milliner if she really thought is was the
most suitable hendgear sheé could have
recommended. She smiled shrewdly and
ssid: **The only other thing she would
look at was a beboe bonnet, and that, she
concluded, was too old for her. She does
not realize that she is no longer 15.""
That little incident made a im-
light
uﬁn one phase of feminine human natare.
woman does not, or will pot, "realize

Why should one eling to sailor hats and

i yield to the
delusion that youthful dresslendsn 3
appearance to middle age? ILooking abont
how these questions were answered

was considerably puzzl to determine
which they were. Many of the girls and
women, whose I happened to know,
looked older in both form and figure than
others whom I suspected to be their seniors,
and again I found that many of my ae-

uaintances varied so much from time to

me that I had to place them afresh at each
interview,

YOUTH'S CHARMS,

But after all, what is the ckarm of youth?
Is it physieal, simply? Of course, clear
eyes and skin, round, firm outlines, and a
certuin freshness of lips and cheek are very
lovely, but it is by no meansall young girls,
especially in cities, who them. Is
it manners? There is nothing sweeter than
the hall timid yet well trained manner of
an ingenuous girl, nothing prettier than her
naive deference to her elders and ready self
effucement, but still I must prefer for my
own part the gracious tact and quickness
that come only by experience, the ready ad-
Jjustment of any little social awkwardness,
the self poise that knows just what to say
and do and leave undone, of the mature
man or woman, And lureiy it is not the
intelleet and conversati wers of
youth to which we so lovingly eling. The
crude idens, the impossible theories, the in-
nocentconviction of originality while ut-
teving the baldest troisms, the misplaeed
credulity or the sweeping 1conoclssm—are
these the conditions of mental development
in which we wounld remain?

What then? For, spite of all®my wasted
wards, spite of the reason one can 10
bear upon the matter, the foolish fact re-
mainy, and oo doubt will remain, thst
youth is n possession to be clung to sa long
as possible and feigned as much longer as

may be,
Dut since feigning is useless and long
ion is impossible, why will not those
who no longer are youog consent to beautiry |
and enrich widdle age with its own at-
tractions? Why do not those wholhave out-
grown the sailor hats invent and wear
charming bonnets carefully suited to the
new conditions? Why does not Miss Chick
cense to babble childishly and study
have something to say that will really
amuse or please or attract the men of her
own age, and &0 leave the boP alone?
When shall we say of a friend: “Oh, she is
charming. You will like her ever so much
for she is 50 old, and has all the varied
means ol mElng herself ntﬁlrmhh that her
years nsaturally briog. e has seen so
much and read so much and thought so
much that it is & liberul eduoedtion to know
her.” Ab, when?

HOW TO GROW OLD,

Au contraire, I once ssked an English-
man if he did not think a certain lady of

about 30 ylu‘? l;:lnl ‘;m pretty. P
“Pret: y,sbe's as gray as a ¥
:wie ied hc, referrin hmm thnnz:m :Jf
ver that gave ua to
bright face. - e
But the old man or woman who has had
the tact and the wit to see the question in
its true light, snd deal with it intelligently,
and who has grown old gracefully aud wise-
Iy, in a treasnre not enough to be valued by
d'm- who enjoy it. For there is a ripened
sweetness in such a life, a calm
of those evils or sorrows sgainst which we
un ones struggle so wildly and so |
¥; & peace pussing understanding,
that like an attar diffuses itself on every
side; experience, wisdom and judgment,
long years ending” in qoiet
¢su give,

them sy ns turn from
She

ified headgear of middle lifre? Why |
ne o and
woisit |

.it soon beecame

Tee LILY=E
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. CHAPTER VIIL
+ THE LILY PLUCKED FRON ROLHON.

It was o striking funeral scene which fol-
lowed this sudden and tragic close of old
Bochon's carcer; but we may not deseribe
it' here, more than to say that s motley
crowd of rough people came together to do
the last solemin hosors to their King. The
history of Rochon’s exploits would read
Tike some buccaneer romance, iadeed it
would be Jittle less.  Publicly his story is
not so well known as La Fitte's, but in its
details there is far more of the picturesque,
the daring and the desperate than ecan be
found in the Barratarinn pirate’sadventures.
He was one of the few born leaders of men
and he was born to lead the wild, reckless
ruffians . of the southern eoast at a time
when that coast wans a hive of outlaws,
who#ie swarm was composed of every grade
of eriminals from runaway slaves to the
most desperate murderers and robbers. His
personslity gave him easy command, and
the wealth at his disposal set him
as if on a throne in a part of our country
where at that time law was an unknown
factor in life. Tradition has preserved in
the Bay Bt. Louis region a quite legible
trace of the Rochon regime, and the de-
scendants of the Gareins stitl dwell in the
remote and even now lawless fastuesses of
Honey Island. As o matter of edurse there
were many couspiracies against Eochon's
power, and Garein’s was, perhaps, the
stropgest of these in both numbers and
character; but like all the rest it fuiled, as
we have seen. Fortunately for Orton, his
vigit to the Bay 8t. Lounis region was just
at the eulmination of Garein’s mutiny, and
owing to the lively imagination of Captain
Viator he had been taken for a Government
official in disguise whose mission was to cap-
ture old Rochon. Undér almost any other
circumstance the young man would have
come to grief soon after his arrival at
Bayou Gallere, As it was, we have seen
how apparently the merest turn of chance
bore him through alive. Itis from a part

solitude and lawlessness to the nufi

comforts of the highest civilization. 1t now
seemed very strange to him
could heaitate for & moment to
made doubly dreadfial; still
tate to take a step whic
only safe one left for her.. If

was Lalie Garein. Maoreover,
felt in a degree the justification, from her
point of view, of the desperate course she
was taking. It was impossible, of course,
for o person like Lualie Garcin to

phize; she could moﬂ&qﬂu facts us they
appeared. and to her household =8
Eochon place stood respousible for the deso-
lation in which she now found herself

The Rochon slaves to disappear,
betaking themselves to and the
woods. There was no one now to follow
them with gun and blood-houands
ing after them sad h ing them throu,
marsh and swam \}:‘ui theyiwm

ged and brought back to intenser
f:i It was but pataral, indeed, that all
the n should feel in with
Garein; many of themrjoined himeon
Island, where they became freebooters of
the most desperate kind. But Lalie Ga
making her home with a miserable o
erone (who as a fortune-teller and charm
dootress dwelt in n cabia in the midst of s
swamp on Bayou Galere), evaded her
father's uuthor!
purpose which had become the ooe thou
of her life, The tradition af her kill
Rochon and of the other scts in the iy
she evolved is still the common property of
the French speaking negroes of all the Bay
8t. Louis region.

Orton at length prevailed upon Felicie to
sel out with bim in o small sl for New
Orleans. He found five Fnith?:rnilanh
man the eraft, and preparations weut for-
ward mpidly, bat with greatest seereey, 38
it wis becoming more and more a
that sooner or luter the destruot of
Rochon pluce would be accomplished
Garcin and bis coadjutors. Indeed, it
come to Orion's ear, and he felt the foree of
it, thas Garein now thought Orton’s mis
sion, instead of being direct sgainst Rochen,

A SENTIMENTAL BATTLE.

of his journal and from a few letters writ-
ten by him to his father that I have been
able to write the outline of this story.

No streteh of the imagination is required
to redlize the situation in which Rovhon's
death left Orton and Mlle, Felicie. On one
hand there was a cermin sort of relief in
knowing that the huge, flery-tempered,
roagh and roarizg old lord of the place was
no more; but on the other hand with Rochon
dead there was no protection against the
lawless men of the region.

Orton had contracted with Captain Vietor
to return for him, but as we know, Vietor
could never return, for, along with Zozo,
be lay atf the bottom of the lake.

Through trasted servants of the household
known that danger to
Rochon place was brewing in the neighbor-

rion was Tliu powerful to reach
the people who could have eontrolled the
movementand he was practically without
menns of defence, Having but a few men,
mostly négro slaves, to depend npon for as-
in any emergency.

A thing happened n after Rochoh's
death) which almost drove Orton mad with
nsense of the dreadful danger it boded to
Felicie.  He and Felicie were standing at
the window, a place which since their be-
trothal had become very dear to them, and
for the moment bad gquite forgotten the
threafening aspect of their surroundings.
They bad been quietly planning to set sail
for New Orleans with the first favorable
breezs; but just now they were exchanging
those 'hght. sweet phrases known to lovers
since the ning., By the merest chance
Orton’s eye discovered a lurking form anda
leveled gun just in time to thrust Felicie
rudely aside. The bullet sang through the
windew, cutting the space filled a second be-
fore by the warm breast of the girl. Tt was
s narrow escupe from certain death, for the
aim of Lalie Garcin had been steady and
true. .

Up to this time it had been thought that
Bobo was the murderer of old Roegon, the
slave’s sudden disappearanve at the game
time Jeaning strength to the suspicion; but
it now flashed into Orton’s mind with the
foree of ml::g thf:t. }ialle i‘h;& sworn ven-
geance agai e ¥. ¢ ex ion
of her fice' bs could never !thp::.ahe
the sight of that

Jared at Felicie through
hzm It was o look of such intense
snd ll;ﬁ passion, of suech dark and mer-
ciless hatred,that it impressed him with the
suddenness and power of & blood-curdliag
revelation.
drm. that moment thmheﬂim 3:: & point.
waking or s neg, t Orton
wnm llhln:fl’ of the dreadful vision of
thut face with its burning and set,
sshen features. He ke l'e‘icln within
doors’ and away from windows; every
noise frightened him as theugh ne had
bean the veriest coward in the world. He
ordered a wateh to be kepton the woods,

but he felt the insecurity of depending
upon in fin  emergency.
Dreadiul, beeame the isolation and
remoteness of Bay St Lonis now. The

romanee was all gone, and in its stend the
horrible reali ﬁnmﬂy lawless region
mﬁn&if Even l.h:.; of the

ng-h;s' out rom the
m[muhhdn'-' of ia foliage,
of the bay bad a dreary, lonely swrain in it
suggestive of the great distance between

|

had been for his own destruction, and tha
in fact the younys artist bad treacherously
connived at Roclhon’s wurderons raid u
his premises, Such a condition of thz
left Ovton no alteroative but flight, aad
even this would be attended by extreme
dangers. Anything, howeser, was
sable to the awful suspense, doubt -m
that hung about the place; it was as if am
invisible and invulnerable foe were behind
every tuft of pnlmetio or veiled by every
festoon of Spanisii moss in all the forest.

Felicie Rochon had been reared in the
midst of startling incidents sud lawless pros
ceedings, but she bad seen very little of the
worst features of the life sround her, nor
Lad she ever before felt the presevece of read
danger to hersell. At first she was duzed
and helpless under the effoct of old Rochon’s
shocking death, and even the attempt om
her own " life scarcely roused her toa full
realization of her situntion. It was not
until a4 second shot aimed at her hud grazed
Orton's temple, as they were walking
through an open hall, that she became quite
willing to sail for New Orleans and Lu
behind her forever the dreary, shady, bird-
haunted and bloom-covered ofd bome by the

bay.

‘fbcy embarked at midnight, just as the
moon, & heavy silver orescent, hod eut
throngh a bank of seudding gray clouds.
Their little sloop already had her canvas
up, and, although the wind was uot favors-
ble, they hoped to make their way out of
the bay before daylight.

Rocking idly on the water near by la
the little white sailboat which had attrs
Urton’s attention on the day of his drrival
The {e!hw stern-bosrd with its delicate
lily gleamed brightly under the moon’s
mays. It was a beantiful vessel, graceinl in
lines as u swan, riding the bubbling waves
! with a lightness that loresaid the with

which it ecould sail. This boat been
Felicie's own, and o her it was as dear na if
it had been endowed with life and with tha
power to return her affection. As s
sail began to draw and the vessel to move
slowly awaw, the girl stretched forth hes
handsover the gunwale as if to take the
little eraft in herarms.

fiction woven out of the plenti=
ful films of the Creole imagination.

The lovers stood upon deck watehing the
familiar lundscape upon sbore fll:::"
away from them. It would seem i
reasonable that, at such a moment and ug-
der such a stress of cirenmstances, Mile

oot forget
matter how isolated or how different

that
any oibier, has about it the e
ination of sacredness. Felicie wept,
2!. tong and persussions

maid-servants beside her,
“Came below, Felicie," whispered D
“you will be much in the way of the sailors
here, and they need all the room they

ean get.
She and ber maids followed him dows _

info the cramped little - hole enlled
eabin, where the air was stule sad close,

“We may huve to_fight
yet," he sxid, “and here is
ol salety for
schooner [ie

S

ty and pursued the daek ,

ROCHON

A Legend of Bay St. Louis.
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